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Beware of that which is extra-
Biblical. Jesus warns us that
in the lTast days people will
come with "great revelations".
These so-called revelations
are designed to take God's
people's eyes off the funda-
mentals of the faith and

cause them to roar off on
fanatical tangents -- to

their own destruction.

Several years ago an individ-
ual was "ministering” in the
area, stating that God was
speaking a new word today.

Now I believe that too. How-
ever, this person was saying
that the new word was not

to be limited by the old Word,
the Bible. That through
prophecy and other utterances
God was now fulfilling His
kingdom and speaking final
words to His people.

Sorry, friend. That's a lie.
I believe God is speaking
today -- and I don't believe
that His voice is limited to
the words printed on the pages
of the Bible. However, I

also believe that unless

what we "hear" is confirmed

in the Bible (as well as con-
firmed by the Body and circum-
stances as John Sherrill so
beautifully put 1t Tast Sun-
day morning), then it is a

false word.

For centuries evangelical
Christianity has rejected any

word of God that was not

found specifically in the
Bible. This is folly, for it
literally quenches tEe Holy
Spirit. But to follow every
word (or any word) that is not
in line with and confirmed

by the Bible is just as bad.
It's called fanaticism.

Yet in between the extrames of
folly and fanaticism lies the

- way of God. Don't be fooled

into thinking God is in a
hurry (the only time God is

in a hurry is to see a lost
person accept Jesus Christ).
Pressure deadlines, prophecies
that set up time Timits ("do
it in three days or else"),

or any words that seem contrary.
to the basic teachings of the
Bible are to be tested and
tested and tested again.

In II Peter 1:16-21, the Holy
Spirit reminds us that even
though Peter actually heard
the voice of God on the Mount
of Transfiguration, this
Voice was not as sure a voice
as the written Word. In all
we do, let's not get so

"far out" that we leave:

God behind.
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The evening service at the

" large Episcopal Church was
preceeded by a covered dish
supper. Since I had finger-
lickin' good chicken on my
fingers, I needed to wash my
hands before going in the
sanctuary where I was to
speak. I spotted a men's
room and asked my wife to

wait while I stepped inside.

Seconds later 1 was back.
“pidn't you wash vour hands?"
Jackie asked.

"I couldn't get to the wash
basin," I said. "Then. not-
icing her puzzled look I pul-
ied her toward the door and
said, "Look in. You'll see
Whv."

"hat's wrong with you?" she
gagped, trving to pull awav.
"I'm not going to look in a
men's room, even if it is
Episcopalian,"

But I pulled the door open
anyway, and then she under-
stood, The room was filled,
piled from floor to ceiling
with cardboard boxes--con-
taining paper towels.

-1 suppose it was being used
for storage, but only by

standing on tiptoe and peek-
ing could %5u seée the water.

The episode 4s symbolic of
what 1 often see in the King-
dom ministry. People come,
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seeking something that will
wash away their sin, lift
their burdens, replace their
misery with joy and give

hope for life. They come
seeking living water. But
we're so excited over the non-
essentials that we forget
towels are useless without
water. '

That's not to say towels are
not part of Cod's plan. They
are. Just as the various
gifts of the Spirit are impor-—
tant to ministry. But water
is essential for dirty hands,
while towels are merely
desirable.

Now I'm glad many churches are
stocking towels, and some of
them even using them. But I
pray we'll never block the

way to the water by overstock-
ing.

It was David du Plessis who
said, "You can't have a New
Testament Church without hav-
ing New Testament people.”

I am fully convinced that if
we lead people to the water
that they will take a drink,
and out of that drink will
pour fountains of living water
from their very inmer beings.
Our call is to build New Test-
ament people. Cod will build
His church.
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Nine steps to a new spiritual
restoration in the life of
the Believer.

(1) CGet thoroughly dissatis-
fied with yourself. Complac-

penting.

ency is the deadly enemy of
spiritual progress. The con-
tented person stagnates.

(2) set vour face like a rock
toward a sweeping transfor-
mation of your life. Timid

experimenters are tagged for
failure before they start.
Throw your whole soul into
God's will

1

{(3) Put vourself in the posit-
ion to receive God's blessing.
There are plainly marked paths
which lead straight to the
green pastures. Walk in them.
They are Bible reading and
study. Prayer in the Spirit
and in the understanding.
Praise in all things.

(4) Do a thorcugh job of re-
Don't hurry to get
it over with. Hasty repent-
ance means shallow spiritual
experience. We have a wretch-
ed way of tolerating half-
dead sin in our life.

God gives.

bl

a
'
ssible. 1Ifyou owe a debt,
t. If you hold z grudge,
rid of it. If any have

Make restitution wherever
H
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aught against you, make it
right. Deon't wait.

{6) Bring your life into
accord with the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ.
Take vour Bikle in one hand,
paper and pencil in another,
and run a self-inventory.
For God's sake, and yours,
stop applying Bible truths
to the lives of other people.
Make it personal.

(7)Deliberately narrow your
The Christian

=5 T =be special-
~n menistry. Too man.
projects saps spiritual
energy. If vou narrow your
interests God will enlarge
vour heart.

(8) Begin to witness. Find
someone who needs Christ and
make them yvour personal
mission field (it micht he

a husband, child, or emplover)
Refuse to rust out. If no
one asks you to do something,
listen to the Voice of God
and step out anyway.

{9} Take All the authority
Many have given
a2ll but have not taken all.
Jesus gives us authority over
all Satanic spirits, over all
cisease, over the things of
this world. Walk in the
victory.
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The plane was
- late leaving
. Bogota for Pan-
ama. I slumped
in my seat, ex—
hausted. The
last 5 days had
been spent in
and out of the PMmazon jungle.
Just the night before I had
slept in a hammock on the
porch of a tiny palm-thatched
hut on stilts, 40 miles
south of the equatocr and 500
miles from the nearest road.

Seated beside me was a
friendly young Gringc who
was a sales representative
for an American chemical
company. when h
been visiting missicnaries

he said, "I don't understand
those guys. They seen to
think these pecple need to
accept Jesus and change. They
don't need to change. Z2l11
they need is educaticn and
equipment and they can make
it ‘on their own.™
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Then I told him about the An-
doke Indians I had spent the
nicht with. The 2Andoke's have
a word for all white men:

duiojo. It means, "People who
burn”. Once a tribe of 10,000

they now number less than 100.
They have never forgotten the
Peruvian rubber hunters who
came with their education and
equipment and macde slaves of
the Indians. At night, as "the
rukber hunters sat around the
fire needing entertainment,
their educated minds let them
pour gasoline on the Indians,
set them afire, and laugh as
hey ran screaming through
! e.
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[y traveling companion became
very quiet, but when we parted
in Miami he said, "I need to
take second look at human
nature, don't I2"

L=t

"and at the Bible," I said,
"where we find that only thru
Jesus can we find peace."
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