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A master story-teller and Bible student, Jamie Buckingham has delighted millions
both in person and in print.

He wrote more than 45 books including biographies of some of this century’s best
known Christians: Pat Robertson, Corrie ten Boom, Kathryn Kuhlman, and Nicky
Cruz. He was an award-winning columnist for Charisma magazine, and served as
Editor-in-Chief of Ministries Today until his death in February of 1992.

Jamie was recognized as one of America’s foremost authorities on the Sinai and
Israel. He wrote and produced more than 100 video teachings on location in Israel.
This workbook is to be used in conjunction with one of these tape series.

Dr. Buckingham held graduate degrees in English literature and theology. A
distinguished Bible teacher, he was respected among liturgical, evangelical, and
Pentecostal Christians.

He was founder and senior pastor of the Tabernacle Church, an interdenominational
church in Melbourne, Florida, where he served for 25 years. He lived in a rural area on
the east coast of Florida in a family compound with his wife, Jackie, surrounded by
five married children and 13 grandchildren.
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The Journey to Spiritual Maturity
PREFACE

We live in a hurry-up world, a world of electronics, computers, and videos.
Reading, especially reading to study and learn, is rapidly becoming a thing of the
past. It's not that we don’t want to read. It's just hard to find the time to do it any
more.

At the same time, there is a resurgence of desire 6n the part of a number of serious
Christians to learn more about the ways of God. Christians want to know more
about the God they love, more about His plan for their lives, more of His program
designed to move them into spiritual maturity. In short, we want to be “conformed
to theimage of Christ.”

This video series on “The Journey to Spiritual Maturity” has been designed to meet
that need — using video and the written word — i.e, this workbook. The workbook
has been prepared for classroom use. Ideal usage calls for a group of people who
want to move on to spiritual maturity to commit themselves to meet for 13 sessions
— probably once a week — with a teacher. Each session shouid last an hour —
although it could be stretched out for a longer period of time if the group agrees.
The group should view the video at the beginning of the class. (Each video section
runs for about 12 minutes — a few shorter, some a bit longer.) Then the teacher
will take over and, using this workbook as a guide, lead the class in a study of the
material at hand.

The material is ideally suited for use by a Sunday school class, for home group
study, or even by a family who wants to spend regular time in Bible study.
Although it has been prepared primarily for class use, the material can be used just
as easily by an individual or a couple without a teacher — however the ideal
method is to study the material in a group else you lose the benefit of interaction by
being in the presence of others who are learning by asking questions.

The video material was taped “on location® in the Sinai peninsula. It is the climax of
seven, two-week research trips | have made into the Sinai over a period of years.
On this particular trip I took a group of ten men with me — as well as a camera
crew. Each man in the group was on his own journey to spiritual maturity as we
traced the footsteps of Moses and the Children of Israel as they made their way
from Egypt to Canaan — 3,200 years ago. At various points along the way we
paused in our journey and I taught the group on some phase of spiritual maturity.
Later | edited the material into the video teaching sessions you will be using in this
class.

I am indebted to Michael Little of the Christian Broadcasting Network who originally
commissioned this series, and to Peter Darg, Middle East correspondent for CBN,
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who accompanied me on my last trip, as head carmneraman, producer, and editor. [
am also indebted to Bruce Braun who helped with additional taping and editing
here in the States and to John French of Scottsdale, Arizona — one of the pilgrims
who accompanied me on that trip — who had the vision to put this package
together.

Unlike some of the current “teaching videos” — which are little more than talking
heads on a TV screen — this one is designed to be used with a live teacher. The
video segments do not give answers. Their purpose is to interest the student in the
subject to be studied, to give him some insight into Biblical geography with a “you
are there” feel, and to stimulate questions and a desire for further study.

I hope you learn as much as I did when I retraced the footsteps of Moses — and 1
hope you have as much fun learning from video and the Bible as | did trudging
through the sand and climbing those mountains you'll see on the TV screen during
these 13 sessions we spend together.

Jamie Buckingham
Melbourne, Florida



GETTING THE MOST OUT OF THIS STUDY

Using the accompanying video tapes this workbook is designed to lead you, step
by step, deeper into spiritual maturity. The Introduction and each of the other 12
lessons begins with a brief video presentation from the Sinai, giving you an oppot-
tunity to “follow the footsteps of Moses,” walking where he walked and learning the
lessons he learned. By video you will become part of a small group of men who
stopped at various places along the path of Moses and listened as I taught. You will
meet some of the people who currently live in the Sinat — Bedouins, whose
ancestors lived in this very place 3,200 years ago where Moses and the Children of
Israel crossed this same wilderness on their way to the Promised Land. The
lessons learned by those early pilgrims are still valid today. Those lessons will
become our guideposts, helping us as we make our way through our own
wildernesses on our way to that place called spiritual maturity.

The material on the video tape and in the workbook can be used in a number of dif-
ferent ways. It can be the basis of an individual study or be used in a Sunday school
class or a house group setting over a number of weeks. Experience has shown the
greatest benefit will come when a group of people study the material together under
aleader whois well-prepared on the subject.

Helps for the Leader

If you are a leader preparing to take a group of people on their journey to spiritual
maturity, you should consider the following:

1. Necessary Materials

A good color television set large enough to be seen by all present.
Avideotapeplayer.

A power source within reach of the plugs for the TV and VCR.
Comfortable seating so each person may see the TV screen and teacher.
ABible for each student.

Aworkbook for each student.

Pen or pencil for each student,
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