PREVIEW

Children Are People, Too

BY JAMIE BUCKINGHAM

he charismatic movement

began as an adult
movement. Home prayer, study
and ministry groups sprang up
like wildflowers after a desert
rain. Children, however,
generally were excluded as
adults not only soaked in the
truths of the Scripture, but also
experienced first-hand healings
and miracles.

Thousands of churches
materialized out of these home
groups. They, too, more often
than not, were geared to adult
needs. Meetings were long—and
often loud. The teaching was
adult-friendly only. A nursery
was provided—not for the intent
of training little ones, but as a
baby-sitting service.

Now those churches have
moved into a new generation.
The children of those early
charismatics have their own
children. And they are
determined not to repeat the
mistakes of their fathers.

Furthermore, the people being
won to the Lord in these new-
generation churches are in their
thirties and forties. The parents
of children and young teen-
agers, these baby-boomers are
not satisfied with adults-only
meetings. They are demanding
their children be ministered to
on an equal basis.

The new churches have wised
up. They have discovered that in
order to have a dynamic youth
group, vou need to start 15 years
ago—with the children. They
know that a church with more
adults than children is a dying
church. They know it’s fruitless
to invest in big auditoriums and
small nurseries. Instead, they
build huge children’s

A church with
more adults

than children
is a dying
church.

facilities—and
hold multiple
services in their
smaller
auditoriums.

Itisa
refreshing,
welcome
movement in the
church.

Yet it remains
difficult to convince the older
generation that children really
are people. A children’s pastor
invariably is the last staff person
to be added in a growing church.
And whomever is hired is
seldom given full recognition as
a pastor. One of the nation’s top
children’s pastors resigned his
position last year because, in
part, the others in leadership
refused to grant him pastoral
status. He was, in their eyes, just
a “kids’ worker.”

That’s like saying a woman is
“just a housewife.”

In this issue we are featuring
Bill Wilson, who heads up the
largest and most impressive
evangelistic church in the
nation. And it is a church of
children—10,000 children in the
heart of the toughest inner-city
ghetto in America. Why is he
there— risking his life, losing
his health? Because he believes
children are people.

At Ministries Today, we
believe children are people, too.
That’s why we're inaugurating a
new column, “The Next
Generation.” In it, we hope to
expose you to some of the most
dynamic ministries for children
and youth in the church today—
and give you insight, inspiration
and ideas for ministering to the
kids in your church. u
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