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Beware Of ‘Sho ot Now,
Query Later’Fellows

By JAMIE BUCKINGHAM

Watch out for the fellow
who shoots first and asks
questions later.

Every year hundreds of
deaths are caused by these
‘people — and untold dam-
age in other areas.

Last fall, Vermont’s only
‘licensed woman hunting
guide was shot and killed
on the first day of the
season — by a hunter who
shot and asked questions
later.

A COUPLE of months

ago a skin diver was shot
by a duck hunter. The duck
hunter was sitting in his
boat when the skin diver
surfaced nearby. Even
though the area was clear-
ly marked “skin diving
contest in process,” the
duck hunter, tired of wait-
ing for ducks, leveled his
gun on the splashing object
in the water and fired. He
later told authorities he
thought the disturbance
was an alligator. The fact
that it’s against the law to
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shoot alligatoi‘s also,
didn’t seem to matter to
him either.

Several years ago I was
hunting with a friend. He
was walking behind me and
suddenly his gun went off,
sending pellets through my
hat and past my neck and
ear. He sheepishly ex-

plained that he had fired at
a falling leaf he thought
was a bird. He didn’t have
time to tell me to duck.
With friends like this. . .

~People with guns aren’t -

the only ones who shoot
first and ask questions

later. Occaionslly a poli~

tican will do this. Even
newspapers are guilty at
times, especially those who
cater to the sensational and
care less about the facts.

[£)

OR WHAT ABOUT the

person who is always
against ‘every new concept.
No sooner does someone
come up with a new idea
than he levels his gun and
tries to shoot it down with
“it won’'t work.”

Maybe somebody throws
out a rumor and the hasty
shooter is on top of it with
pot shots to any who will
listen, ‘“That dirty so-and-
so ought to be run out of
town.”’

And regardiess of the
fact that our Constitution
states that all men are
judged innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law,
there are still a good many
hasty shooters who quickly
volunteer for the firing
squad detail as soon as an
accusation is made.

IN THE religious world
these people sometimes

refer o themselves as

sfundamentalists.”” (Some
wag commented that this
meant ‘no fun, all damn,
and very little mental.”’)
But he feels that he has a
corner on  the ftruth, a
special hotline direct to the
source of knowledge that is
open only to him. He has
opinions about everything
and everyone. Nothing and
none seems to be able to
escape his withering and
dogmatic blasts of opinion
and accusation. The fact
that he usually fires off his

mouth before he has any .

real facts makes him even

more dangerous. And the
possibility that his gun may -
be filled with blanks does

not lessen the danger.

The writer of Proverbs
zooms in on this guy: “A
fool uttereth all his mind
but a wise man keepth it in
till afterwards. Seest thou
a man that is hasty in his
words? There is more hope
for a- fool than for him.”

Watch out for the fellow
who shoots first and asks
questions later.

—F

s e I ekl S e A

= I e LS4

s o~ A



