By REV. JAMIE
BUCKINGHAM

When you can’t find
anyone else to blame for
«a calamity, most folks
»wind up blaming God.
I'n s urance ~companies
“and courts of law have a

way-ci saying that cet-
tain_ things are “‘acts of
God.” But it seems/ that
Ged is. never «given/ the
credit: for tha' [goed
thing=only .blamed for
the: herrible things - like
tornedon, earthauakes, or

volcano eruptions.

I REALLY think this is
what’s bugging Georée
Albracht in Lake Worth.
Back in 1964, George, an
electrician, was injured
on the job. A rainsoaked
sidewalk collapsed under

him. He sued the city
and the construction
firm.

The case finally came
to trial. The jury heard
all the evidence ang then
envoked the “‘act of God”
rule, assuming that You

Acts Of God, Who's Responsible?

raise Him Anyhow?

Know Who was the rain
soaker.

George was infuriated.
The jury in effect said,
“Tough luck, Buddy. If
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— you want to collect, try

to collect fmnﬁ-ﬁm;"

GEORG E said he
would do just that. And
so he filed another suit,
this time against God.
Well, he’s not really
sueing God. I mean, only
a fool would do that.
Suppose God decided to
pay off. I mean, wow!

No, George is filing suit
against God’s official re-
pr e s entatives in Lake
Worth. In this case, the
suit is against the 32
churches and synagogues
in town. If it’s God’s fault
as the jury said, then
God’s agents are going to
have to pay.

Now what? Will the
court hold that the
churches are liable for
the acts of God? I have a
feeling a lot of church

_members are.  going-to.--

start running for cover if
they feel they are going
to be held responsible for
God. I mean, that was all
right for Peter and John
and that bunch—but not
us. We’ve got families to
support and we don’t
want anybody driving
nails. in our hands just
because we claim to be
Christians. We don’t mind
going to church, but let’s
don’t get too serious
about this. If somebody is
going to have to stand up
for God let it be the
ministers or mis-
sionaries. After all, they
get paid to die.

Or, what if the courts
rule that the reversal is
true? What if the courts
should decide that God is
responsible for the acts
of the churches. Ugh! I
have a distinct feeling
that verdict will come in
another Judgment—la-
ter

But worst of all, what
if God just should happen
to intervene and decide to
give George what’s real-
ly coming to him? I keep
getting this picture of
George stomping up to
the Throne of Grace
shouting, “I demand my
rights! Give me what I
deserve!”

The Bible says there
will be a time of judg-
ment one day, but in that
judgment the verdict will
be final—no chance for
an appeal.

So, what do we do in
time of calamity? What
was it the old man said
when he reached in the



