By JAMIE BUCKINGHAM

es Of The Month:

Fire Chief Jim Olson of East Bay Township, Michigan.
Last month Chief Olson had an emergency outside his
township. A raging grass fire threatened several homes
and his fire department was short on water. They
“borrowed’’ 1,400 gallons of water from a Traverse City
fire plug after clearing it with the city manager. Then last
week Chief Olson received a $32 bill from the Traverse
City Public Works Department to cover the 1,400 gallons
needed to put out the fire. Instead of paying the bill Chief
Olson returned the water. He drove a tanker filled with 900
gallons to the Traverse City’s City Hall saying, ‘‘As soon
as I know where they want it, I'll dump it and go get
another load.”” Good for you, Chief.
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City Councilman John Benham of Buckingham
(no relation), England. Benham had a broken city
sidewalk in front of his house and for months had been
making proper complaints about it. Nobody, even his
fellow councilmen, paid any attention to him. Last week
Benham received the ultimate insult: his tax bill, in-
cluding the general assessment for new sidewalks which
had been laid in the city over the last year. Benham went
out in His front yard and picked up a broken paving slab
weighing nearly one hundred pounds, and with a felt
tipped pen drew a huge check on it. He made it payable to
the City of Buckingham and signed his name. That af-
ternoon he dropped it off at the city hall. The city
treasurer, not to be outdone, sent the concrete check to the
local bank via wheelbarrow, demanding payment.
Michael Smith, the bank manager, said, ‘‘But our com-
puters certainly couldn’t handle this. I'm not sure what’s
going to happen.” Final report was that the bank paid
and the city paved. Hats off to Benham, and a ‘“Well done,
old chap.” ‘

And then this final squib I picked up from the Denver
Post this last week while spending a few days in that
delightful, air conditioned city. Back on July 2, an
American father saw a newspaper photo of a little girl
weeping at the loss of her dad. The father was so moved by
the tragic scene that he wrote the young child a sweet,
personal note of condolence.

The child was 12-year-old Maria Dobrovolsky, whose
father, Georgi, was one of three Soviet cosmonauts who
had perished three days earlier when a defective seal on
their Soyuz 11 spacecraft caused a rapid air pressure drop
during an otherwise normal landing after a record 24 days
in space.

The photo showed the grief-stricken Maria held in the
comforting arms of one of her father’s space colleagues,
Valentina Tereshkova, as the ashes of the three spacemen
were being sealed in the Kremlin wall behind bronze
plaques bearing their names.

“Like your father, I also have two daughters and their
hearts go out to you as do my wife’s and mine,” the note
read in part.

It was signed Richard M. Nixon.
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