l\)‘ggin with the divorcee. It is one thin
to accept forgiveness and another
appropriate Romans 8:28 and 29 to ur
live\s\. It is inconceivable to most Cliris-
tians\that God knew we would diforce
when \we married, and further that

believe that) but—I cafi’t agree that
divoree is evex God’s will.”

It was never God/s will for Adam
and Eve to sin,\yet he knew they
would. Long befgye they partook of
the forbidden fruit,\God had a plan for
salvation. God is desiring to conform
us to the image of hig dear Son. Ro-
mans 8:28 is the key to verse 29. He
will use every tool of\experience to
reshape the fessel which was marred.

It is timg¢ for us to recognize that in
forgivenegs there is restoration and
justification. The same just\put loving,
righteoys but merciful, Goq who de-

our{total salvation, we begin life angw.
Joy replaces sorrow, hope destroys
fedt and life becomes a delightful chal-
lenge as we allow past mistakes to be
/¢ome present knowledge.

What about divorced ministers?
The question is not divorce. It is not
even divorce and remarriage. The
question is repentance.

Jsyoeg ur

Jamie Buckingham

As I sit here this morning in the quiet-
ness of my study, I can count at least
two dozen well-known ministers—
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many of them my personal friends—
who have gone through divorce. Some
have remarried. Some have stayed in
the ministry. Others have slipped into
secular work. All are sad cases.

The Episcopal priest who minis-
tered to me when I was baptized in the
Holy Spirit has left his wife and mar-
ried another woman. Now, when I
share my testimony, I am reluctant to
mention his name. That hurts.

One of the nation’s best known
evangelists said he had to choose be-
tween his wife and the ministry. It
seems never to have occurred to him
that his wife might be his ministry.

The man whose books stirred the
slumbering chords of a dead church
and gave us all a look at ourselves,
divorced his wife of many years. Now I
sit and look at his books, which have
meant so much to me, and wonder: was
his teaching valid? Can it be trusted, if
this results?

An old friend, a medical doctor,
wrote of a well-known rehabilitation
leader: “About two weeks ago he left
his wife, and with this was asked to
resign as head of the ministry. We had
just completed the purchase of an old
downtown church and parsonage
which was to be a combined ministry
and I was setting up a medical clinic
with it. . . .” There was anguish and
heartbreak in the doctor’s letter.

I think of another minister
who was riding the crest of a
popularity wave. A mighty preacher,
he appeared at all the conventions.
Then he divorced his wife, married a
young girl from a different racial
background and dropped out of sight.
Recently he contacted his publisher
saying he had “served his sentence of
exile” and asked to be reintroduced to
the public as an evangelist.

I think of the director of the family
relations department of one of the na-
tion’s largest denominations who di-
vorced his wife and married a younger
woman. I still correspond with his
former wife. She prays daily for her
ex-husband.

The pastor of a large church in At-
lanta recently stepped before his
congregation and told them, in tears,
that his wife had left him for another
man.

Some of the nation’s best known
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charismatic teachers are divorced.
Their way in life is hard.

It is not my intent to analyze the
reasons behind these divorces. How-
ever, there are some Kingdom princi-
ples which need to be remembered as
we relate to these wounded shep-
herds.

First, very few people recognize the
extreme pressures brought against
the families of those in public ministry.
A recent Knight-Ridder survey shows
one out of twenty-five clergy mar-
riages end in divorce. Not bad, consid-
ering that almost one out of two ordi-
nary marriages wind up that way. But
when a shepherd falls, the entire

A pnNGX T el G 3
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community knows—as they seem to

know about everything else which
goes on in the parsonage. The biggest
contributing factor: involvement with
another woman (or man). A Methodist
survey found that nine out of every ten
clergy divorces involved infidelity—
and that in nearly every case the
minister, rather than his wife, was the
offender.

Christians need to realize, however,
that the shepherd is “on the point” in
spiritual warfare. Satan knows that if
he can strike the shepherd the sheep
will scatter. If he can shoot down a
chief, the warriors will fall into confu-
sion. So, every satanic gun is trained
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has a weakness, if there is any flaw in
his family structure, Satan will find it
and exert extreme pressure to bring
him down.

When a soldier is shot down in battle
we bring him home, pay his hospital
bills, decorate him with medals, give
him honor and quickly restore him to
service. But let some shepherd be
lured from the safety of his fold by a
tempting siren who claims she needs
ministry, only to find himself lost in no
man’s land where he loses all sense of
direction and does crazy things to his
wife and children—and we cast him
out of the Kingdom. Why, we need to
ask, is a confessed murderer more
welcome in our pulpits than a divorced
shepherd?

Second, we have no clear scriptural
guidelines on this matter. Even the
finest Bible scholars argue the points
of divorce, remarriage and the place of
the fallen minister. In fact, it was one
of the burning issues when the scribes
broached the subject with Jesus—a
subject which Pharisees still love to
debate. Jesus never intended for man
to use the Scriptures as a hammer and
chisel to chip out a set of rules by which
we can imprison one another. When
Jesus discussed divorce it was not to
major on the exceptions, but to drive
home the purpose of God in establish-
ing the permanency of the home. What
sadness there must be in heaven when
God hears his Spirit-filled children
using the Scriptures as bows and ar-
rows to shoot down one another.

Third, a distinction must be made
between those who divorce, those who
divorce and later remarry and those
who divorce in order to remarry.

Divoree is the result of sin. It is the
public admission of failure. Remar-
riage, however, is a different situa-
tion, for it closes the door on rec-
onciliation.

And divorce in order to remarry is
specifically condemned in the Scrip-
tures and may be the line a man cross-
es whereby he disqualifies himself for
public ministry.

Fourth, more is required of those
ordained to public ministry than ordi-
nary men and women. The question is
asked: “Does God judge his shepherds
with'a different standard than he does
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his sheep? The answer is yes. “My
brothers, not many of you should be-
come teachers, for you may be certain
that we who teach shall ourselves be
judged with greater strictness”
(James 3:1 New English Bible).

I confess I do not know all the abso-
lutes of that standard, or whether it is
the same for all men. I suspect not. I
suspect God judges each man, each
woman, differently. I also suspect his
standard of justice, his standard of
mercy, is unlike anything we com-
prehend in our feeble understanding of
the word.

At the same time, a man does not
have to become a shepherd. He
chooses to do so. And in choosing he
closes the door, forever, on the right to
have his own way—even in marriage.
By entering the ministry he disqual-
ifies himself to be judged as a sheep.

Thesheep-do—swhat the shepherd
does.If the shepherd-smokes, Tre-witt
have a_churech—fulof smokers—Ifa
shepherdisdivoreedby-subtle-impli-
e ggg]] 5 i 1'Eg]
bhcy}lcld remarries, then the sieep,

: gt : B 1
—come-‘throng}r—a'ré_r’nme‘l—tTEy

<can-doit-atso. That-is-why-the-Serip-—
~tures say “If a man does not know how

to control his own family, how can he
look after a congregation of God’s
people?” (1 Timothy 3:5 NEB). It is a
valid question, one which every re-
sponsible shepherd needs to
answer—divorced or not.

herds—because-theyhave-been-given
mere.—How—oftentave T cried—out,
Why ean’t-Lhejudgedasothermen?”
Jnvariably the snswer—comes—Be—
Cause-you-are ot a8 other men.”
Fifth—the—sadness—of—a—divereed

shepherd is equaled-enty—by—the-sad~
ress of the sheep’sreaetion. We don’t
like it when our prophets raise their
skirts and reveal feet of clay. Far bet-
ter for us to see only their smiling faces
in the pulpit, listen to their tapes and
ignore their personal lives. But sheep
have a responsibility to their
shepherds also. They cannot ignore
their frailties. Nor can they condemn
the shepherds for falling. The call of
God is for the sheep to support their
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shepherds in mighty intercessory
prayer, to speak the truth to them in
love, to lick their wounds when they
return from the fray and to leave the
judgment of their sin to God.

The question is not divorce. It is not
even divorce and remarriage. The
question is repentance. Has the
shepherd repented? Or is he arrogant
and stubborn, declaring his rightness
in the situation? Repentance clears the
deck for forgiveness and restoration.
Arrogance disqualifies a man, whether
he is divorced or not.

Sixth, every Christian who sees a
shepherd fall needs to remind himself,
“There but for the grace of God, go I.”
It is easy to forget how things were, or
to overlook how they might have been
in your own life except for the mercy of
God. But because shepherds are on the
point, God often allows them to stum-
ble and fall. In the process new men
are raised up; and old ones stagger,
much wiser and more compassionate.

I remember sitting in the kitchen of
one of America’s most famous televi-
sion ministers, listening in shocked si-
lence as he treated his wife in an al-
most subhuman way. Later that night
he appeared on television talking
about his happy home. Happy for him,
I thought. Hell for her. But because
they stuck it out, in all their unhappi-
ness, they have now emerged in splen-
did unity.

The biblical command to men is not,.
“Do not divorce your wife.” Rather it
is, “Husbands, love your wives.” The
husband, or wife, who chooses to di-
vorce because the mate has committed
fornication has probably been looking
for some legalistic reason out of mar-
riage for some time. Fornication is
never a reason for divorce—it is
merely an excuse. When a man and
woman become “one in Christ” then
nothing can separate them.

Granted, there are times when di-
voree is the only way out. But if both
persons are determined to lay down
their lives for each other, then Christ
is always victor.

Finally, in searching for guidelines
in relating to a divorced shepherd, we
need to apply the principles of
Matthew 18 before reaching a conclu-
sion.

Unfortunately, there is something
in most of us that enjoys a juicy story
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about some well-known person. Yet
we seldom enjoy hearing gossip about
a member of our family. Love makes
the difference.

Are we not commanded to love our
wounded shepherds?

A number of months ago I entered
into covenant with a group of Christian
leaders. We promised not to talk about
each other until we had first talked to
the accused party. This has been dif-
ficult, especially when word comes
that some fellow minister has slipped
from the high road, engaged in decep-
tion or is having trouble at home. But
the principle is sound and I have en-
deavored to stick to it.

Then, last year, I received a word
that a man whom I deeply loved and
respected had left his wife and moved
into an apartment. His church was
falling apart. His sheep scattering. I

phoned. Was it so? Yes! And I caught

the brokenness of his heart. He needed
not only my counsel; he needed my
love.

Until my call I had been flooded with

opinions. I had wanted to cry out:
“Look what you are doing to the King-
dom.” But as we talked, I softened.
He had done wrong. He should have
stayed, and died if necessary. But I

from the snare of the enemy, as brands
plucked from the burning.

True, a man’s effectiveness is badly
damaged when his failures explode
into public view. It is hard to believe a

would leave that in God’s hands. And man who says Christ can solve all your

as to the Kingdom? Well, it has weath-
ered bigger things than this. It sur-
vived the adultery and murder con-
tract of King David. It continued after
John Wesley’s wife stood in her hus-

problems, and then confesses with his
life that his problem is too big for
Jesus. It is hard to follow a man who
says “take up the cross,” but cannot
bear his own. But who among us is

band’s meetings and shouted, “Don’t qualiﬁed to cast the first stone? A

believe my husban

liar and fraud.” The

eis a%ygoc ite
ingdo

an’s ministry, like aman’s servant, is
the Master’s business. And who am I

stood the reproach when the pastor of to judge? Does God remove his anoint-

one of the nation’s largest Baptist

ing when a man of God sins, or fails in

churches was accused of murdering marriage? Is it not possible that in the

the husband of his mistress. The King-

prison cells of condemnation and fail-

dom needs no defense. But Kingdom ure there stand once-shorn Samsons,

people need our prayers.

their hair growing, praying that God

Thus I have concluded it is not my job  will give them just one more chance to

to condemn. I shall leave that to the
legalists and others too insecure to
love. It is my task to bind the wounds
of the fallen, to give sight to blind eyes,
to open the prison doors of self-
condemnation and, through prayer,
pluck back my brothers and sisters
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stand and glorify his name? God forbid
that I, by anything I say, stand in the
way of God’s restoration.

If a man still has the call of a
shepherd, the sheep will hear his
voice, and follow. Even if he walks
with a limp. o=




