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* v For First Baptist Church

'« By JAMIE BUCKINGHAM

"7 A mews story broke last
* week that churches in Brev-
-.ard County may find taxes

levied against them in the

swnear future. The county tax
.. assessor

stated | he was

~+i-going to “exammé” certain
Y churches that he| felt were

“misusing’” their tax ex-

-.empt status with buildings

not considered connected
with “religious teachings.”
First Baptist Church of
Merritt Island was singled
out as one of the churches
to be “examined.” The
church has been expanding
at a rapid rate and is/soon
to move into a new ac-
tivities building which in-
cludes, among other things,

four bowling lanes.

FRANKLY, I wish our
political officials = would
‘“examine’” what is going on
at the Baptist Church on
Merritt Island. Such an
examination would reveal
that God is at work in a
very unusual and marvel-
ous way in this church—as
well as in a great many
other churches in the coun-
ty of all denominations.

And who can tell, perhaps
an  honest examination
might even allow the Spirit
of God to go to work on the
individuals doing the ex-
amining.

However, the whole
subject of tax exemptions
for churches needs to be
re-examined. The basis for
such exemptions in the first

place was that churches
would operate separately
from the state. The church
would not accept benefits
from the government and
the government would not
tax the churches.

Yet, the wall of separa-
tion between church and
state is definitely crum-
bling, Many church groups

‘have actively petitioned the

government for financial
help. Other groups have

|remained staunchly op-
' posed to accepting govern-

ment funds—but have quite
willingly accepted govern-
ment services, such as fire

~and police protection, etc.



THERE IS every reason
to believe that tax ex-
emption for churches is on
the way out. Until it is,
however, it is going to be
difficult for anyone to de- .
termine what part of the
church’s program is used
for ‘religious teachings”
and what part is not.

Many churches are wak-
ing up and realizing that
Christianity is not meant to
be confined to a sanc-
tuary—or to a Sunday min-
istry. And that the church
has a divine command
to minister to the whole
person — physically, men-
tally, and emotionally.

Surely no one would deny
that it is a spiritual minis-
try for a pastor to sit down.
in his study and counsel
with persons concerning
their problems. And it is
just as much a spiritual
ministry for a Christian
recreation director to
counsel with persons play-
ing basketball or bow-
ling—just as physical educ-
ation is as much a part of
our educational system as
biology classes. This may
not be the same thing as
“Sunday school,”” but it is
definitely religious teach-
ing—and in the long run
may prove to be far more
valuable than what takes
place on Sunday.

CHURC HES are made up
of citizens—all of whom
are already paying taxes.
These people support their
churches with voluntary
gifts which are tax exempt.
If the government wants to
tax the church that is its
business. I, for one, will
not raise my voice in
protest if the laws are
changed (as long as the
government furnishes ser-
vices to go along with
taxation).

But if I were a tax
assessor, I'd think a long
time before I tried to make
a decision as to what part
of a church’s program was
“religious” and what. part .
was not.




