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THE OFFIEE where Buckmgham writes in
his Melbourne home has papers spread all
over the room. His latest Christian publica-
tion is “O Happy Day” about the gospel

singing group, the Happy Goodman Family
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began and we figured that
somewhere between the first
church and now, we’d gotten
off the beaten track.”

«“We wanted to start a church
where the emphasis is on rela-
tionships and not on buildings

and membership. It seems like

God wants his people out in the
marketplace carrymgthe mes-
~ sage of love and trust, the
* message that Jesus carried.”

_ store for the soul and mind of
- Jamie Buckingham. ‘Early in
1968 he entered a religious
 writing contest SpOnsore b

~ Guideposts, a - maga

SR

; cem: Peale. And he won..

 published by Dr. Norman Vin-

“And in the process of all this,

1 began to realize that God was

at work in my life and in the

lives of His people and that they
weren’t all as rotten as I’d :

thought.”

And yet, the most important
event in his life was still to
come. While researching the

_powerful story of Nicky Cruz,
_the Puerto Rican street gang

leader in New York who was
converted to Christianity, he at-
tended a meeting in Washing-

~ ton, D.C., of 4,000 men who
BUT more changes were in.

called themselves Full Gospel
Businessmen.

“] didn’t know what it was all
about,” explained

Buckingham. “I thought they
~ were either religious fanatics or -

~gospel kooks. They spoke in
tongues. They were unashamed

trouble talking about it. I get so
‘emotional that I still want toery
after five-and-a-half years.

It was God’s inférvention in
my life. Suddenly Jesus was ;
real and living.”

And so, three | basic events in
~ Buckingham’s life. changed a

Southern Baptist pasto into the
author of 11 books: +ith three in
‘the works, a sought-after. lec-
turerer, a world travelet, a rov-
ing editor for Guideposts, an
editorial consuhsant for Logos
Journal and His Paper.
(published in England) and a
columnist for the Vero Beach
Press Journal. Recently his
weekly column for the Vero

~ Beach newspaper was cited by

 the Florida Press Association as
the best column in the state of
Florida for elass 15, weekly and
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Jamie Buckingham's life
has changed drastically

in the six years since he
was pastor of the Harbor
City Baptist Church. Now
after publishing 11 books,
he’s an internationally
known Christian writer
and lecturer
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